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victims, we must set aside the divisive 
rhetoric that surrounded this debate. 
Of course, both sides—all of us—want 
to end discrimination and agree that 
shelters and similar grant recipients 
should provide services to everybody 
who needs them. 

For anyone to suggest otherwise is 
not only disingenuous, but, more im-
portantly, it is a waste of time. The 
millions of victims who depend on the 
services funded by VAWA deserve bet-
ter from us; the American people we 
are here to serve deserve better from 
their representatives. 

It is past time for the House and Sen-
ate and for the Democrats and Repub-
licans to come together and approach 
this reauthorization as a reauthoriza-
tion. It is not a major piece of legisla-
tion to overhaul the law as it exists 
but to reauthorize the programs that 
are currently in existence. We need to 
do so with a sense of urgency, of dedi-
cation to the cause, and a willingness 
to compromise. 

If we do this, I am confident we can 
sort out the differences with respect to 
this bill and get it signed during this 
lameduck period. I stand ready to work 
with my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle and on both sides of this building 
to accomplish exactly that. The Amer-
ican people, the victims of domestic vi-
olence, and the shelters and support or-
ganizations that care for those victims 
of violence deserve that. 

Mr. President, I yield back the re-
mainder of my time. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators allowed to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL B. 
MCCALLISTER 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a good 
friend of mine and a distinguished cit-
izen of the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. Mr. Michael B. McCallister, the 
highly respected chief executive officer 
of Humana, will retire from that posi-
tion at the end of this month. He has 
served as Humana’s CEO for the past 12 
years. 

Mike has spent his entire career with 
Humana, Kentucky’s largest publicly 
traded company. After receiving his 
bachelor’s degree from Louisiana Tech 
University in 1974, he went to work at 

Humana as a finance specialist. He has 
steadily risen up the ranks ever since. 
In 2000, he was named president and 
CEO of the Louisville-based company. 

Humana employs more than 11,000 in 
Kentucky; thousands of those jobs have 
been created under Mike’s tenure. 
Mike led the company in innovations 
such as going all digital to eliminate 
the use of paper for transactions in 
2001, well ahead of the rest of the in-
dustry; and in creating consumer-driv-
en products that allowed customers to 
make more of their own decisions 
about their health care plans. Under 
Mike’s leadership, in 2004 it was ranked 
by Business Week magazine as one of 
the top-performing companies in the 
United States. 

Mike has also been very active in 
civic and philanthropic endeavors, to 
the benefit of Kentucky and Louisville, 
the city we both call home. He headed 
the most successful communitywide 
fund drive in the history of the Louis-
ville Metro United Way, raising $30 
million in 2006. He was the community-
wide chair of the Greater Louisville 
Fund for the Arts in 2003. He has also 
served on the board of the Committee 
Encouraging Corporate Philanthropy. 
He is the current chairman of the 
Workplace Wellness Alliance. 

Mike’s generous spirit of service has 
also influenced his company as a 
whole. Under his leadership, the 
Humana Foundation has donated more 
than $50 million to education, health, 
and arts initiatives in Kentucky and 
across America. 

I know my colleagues will join me in 
extending congratulations and best 
wishes to Mike as well as his family: he 
and his wife Charlene have a daughter 
Megan, and a son Ryan. I am sure they 
are very proud of him and look forward 
to seeing more of him. It is my under-
standing that Mike has promised he 
will not golf more than twice a week. 
Also, Mike will not step away from 
Humana entirely: He will retain a posi-
tion as its nonexecutive chairman. 

Mr. Michael B. McCallister has set a 
remarkable example of dedication and 
service to the people of Kentucky. I 
wish him every success in his next en-
deavors in life. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 84TH 
BIRTHDAY OF HIS MAJESTY 
KING BHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, on De-
cember 5, His Majesty King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej of Thailand celebrated his 
85th birthday, and this year marks the 
66th year of his reign. I would like to 
mark the occasion by sending warm 
wishes to King Bhumibol and to all the 
people of Thailand as they celebrate 
this happy event. 

The United States and Thailand have 
a long, rich, and growing partnership 
that has brought tremendous benefits 
to the people of both nations. Our bi-
lateral relationship dates back 179 
years and Thailand is our longest- 
standing diplomatic partner in East 

Asia. Over almost 60 years as modern 
treaty allies, the United States and 
Thailand have created flourishing busi-
ness and cultural ties, underpinned by 
our shared values of democracy and 
rule of law. Our relationship has been 
cemented through our work together 
to face regional and global security 
challenges, often at great cost to our 
two peoples. 

Overseeing and guiding this has been 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej. His support 
for the relationship between the United 
States and Thailand has been immeas-
urable, and the respect with which he 
is regarded in Washington is cor-
respondingly great. 

I send my congratulations to King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej and to all the peo-
ple of Thailand. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAT GODFREY 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President. I appre-
ciate this opportunity to pay tribute 
today to a wonderful staff member who 
is a true example of a dedicated public 
servant. Pat recently retired after 27 
years of wonderful service to my office 
and the people of Utah. 

Pat was the public face and voice of 
my office. She managed the front office 
and phones with kindness as she greet-
ed literally thousands of people each 
year. No matter the issue or the anger, 
Pat would answer each constituent 
with grace and compassion. 

She loved people, and it showed in 
her every day interactions. She always 
made the time to listen to visitors to 
our office, and she truly cared about 
the problems they were facing. She be-
came the first-line advocate for many, 
many Utahns who were having prob-
lems with the Federal Government, 
and she would make sure that their 
calls were returned and their issues ad-
dressed. 

At times the front desk phones would 
get extremely busy and many of the 
calls were from angry constituents. 
Yet you could always find Pat with a 
smile on her face and a calm demeanor. 
She was a strong advocate for the poli-
cies and issues I was fighting for on be-
half of Utah in our Nation’s Capital 
and always conveyed this in a down-to 
earth manner. No matter the disagree-
ment, most callers left a conversation 
with Pat feeling better about why they 
called. 

Pat made friends with everyone and 
was well known throughout the Fed-
eral Building. Many employees from 
various agencies would look out for 
Pat and always inquired about her 
well-being. She had the building man-
agement staff and security guards on 
speed dial and was always able to get 
the needs of the office addressed in a 
timely, efficient manner. 

Pat’s talents were in evident display 
at the office, but perhaps her great 
achievements came as a loving mother 
and grandmother. She dearly loves her 
family and expresses it often. Her pride 
and care for her children and grand-
children is evident and central to her 
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